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Checks and Balances is the
means whereby each branch of
government has some control
on the other branches. Con-
gress, for example, may pass a
law but the President may
check Congress and reject the
law by his veto power. The Con-
gress, in turn, can check the
president by overriding the veto
by a two-thirds vote of each
house. The federal courts can
check the executive and the
legislative branches by the
power of judicial review, the
right to declare laws and ac-
tions unconstitutional.
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